
 

When Doubts Arise  

In Already Gone: Why Your Kids Will Quit Church and What You 

Can Do About It  (Master Books), the authors explore the epidemic 

of young people leaving the traditional church in droves. They cite a 

George Barna study showing that 61% of young adults had been 

churched at one point during their teen years but are now spiritually 

disengaged. They also discovered that of young adults who no 

longer believe that all the Bible accounts are true:  

  40% first had doubts in middle school.  

  44% first had doubts in high school.  

  11% first had doubts in college.   

Ask God:  

1.  To help your children know itôs 

okay to have questions.  

 

2.  To help you be a good listener 

when kids share their doubts.  

 

3.  To reassure your whole family 

of Godôs presence and love.  
 

Parenting Insights  

These age - level insights from  

Childrenôs Ministry Magazine track 

how young Christiansô thoughts 

and questions change over time.  

 

Ages 3 to 5  

Older preschoolers begin to ask 

ñwhy?ò and ñhow?ò Miracles,  

symbolism, and Godôs nonphysical 

nature are often confusing for kids 

this age. Answer their questions 

simply with words that mean ex-

actly what they say.  

 

Ages 6 to 8  

Children this age begin to  

distinguish between fantasy and 

reality and begin to use logical 

thinking. Give them answers that 

allow them to use these skills; 

otherwise, theyôll get frustrated. 

 

Ages 9 to 12  

Older children tend to question 

some basic beliefs they previously 

accepted. They want to explore an 

issue from many perspectives. 

Share your own doubts and help 

kids find a niche to put their faith 

into action.   

January 2010  

Happy New Year!!!  

Happy New Year Everyone! 
 
&ÉÒÓÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌȟ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ×ÈÏ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ  
Christmas Pageant this year!!  Everyone did a great job!  The  
children were wonderful as always.  I wanted to let you know 
ÔÈÁÔ Á $6$ ÏÆ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÐÁÇÅÁÎÔ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ Á ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÙ ÃÏÕÐÌÅ 
overseas.  They are in a country where they cannot openly share 
the Gospel, but they could show that DVD.   They said that the 
children there absolutely love it, and watch it over and over 
ÁÇÁÉÎȦ  4ÈÅÙ ÃÁÎȭÔ ×ÁÉÔ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÃÏÐÙȢ  3Ïȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î 
special way, Lynwood Kids are sharing their faith to other kids 

clear around the world!  Praise God! 
 
,ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÁÈÅÁÄȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÓÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÆÏÒ #ÅÎÔÒÉ-kid.  This 
year is their 10th Anniversary!  We will be going to the premier 
location this year, Georgetown, KY.   The deadline for  
pre-registration and $50 deposit is Jan.  24.  Forms/brochures are 
ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÔÁÂÌÅȢ  2ÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ 
date will NOT be guaranteed, so register early!   
 
Upward is starting this month and there are plenty of areas 
where you can serve the Lord in this important ministry, so give 
us a call if you feel led. 
 
&ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÈÁÓ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÇÏÏÄ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ 
how to deal with your kids doubts and questions.   As always, if 

you need my help, please call me!  (573-9655cell)   
 



ñYou believe because you 

have seen Me. Blessed are 

those who believe without 

seeing Me.ò 

 John 20:29  
 

Jesus said these words to 

ñDoubting Thomas,ò the  

disciple who wouldnôt believe 

that Jesus rose unless he saw 

and touched Him. When our 

faith is unsteady, we can find 

answers in Godôs Word. 
 

Teachable Moments  

 

1.  Establish the Bible as the 

authority for truth.  Affirm 

that whatever Godôs Word 

says has either happened or 

will happen. Tell Bible  

accounts with enthusiasm 

so your children will believe 

them, too.  

 

2.  Let your children know 

that you also doubt 

sometimes.  Share the 

ways that your faith is a 

work in progress. Tell how 

God has worked in your life 

today. Be an example of 

how to grow through  

positive doubting.  

 

3.  Celebrate your childrenôs 

faith journeys.  Recognize 

that kidsô images of God 

expand as they struggle 

with lifeôs complexities.  

Accept their immature  

perceptions and challenge 

them as their ability to think 

abstractly develops. Mark 

important milestones such 

as baptism, first Bible,  

Sunday school promotion, 

confirmation, etc.   

Support childrenôs faith development by talking to them 

about their doubts and questions. Start by asking:  

 

1.  How much proof or evidence do you need before you believe 

something or someone?  
 

2.  What things about God and the Bible are hardest for you to  

believe, and why?  
 

3.  Why do you think God asks us to believe without visual ñproofò? 
 

4. How might doubts and questions actually make our faith 

stronger?   

Family Experience:  Faith Adventures  
 

Many people in the Bible struggled with doubt. Use these  

experiences from Groupôs Hands - On Bible  to explore faith.  

 

What You Know ðRead aloud John 20:24 -31 to meet a doubting 

disciple. Then say: ñWhen you have doubts, itôs helpful to  

separate what you know  from what you feel.  For example, you 

may doubt that God loves you because you didnôt make the soccer 

team. You feel alone and unloved. But 

the Bible says that God loves you and 

that Heôll take care of you. Because the 

Bible says it, you know itôs true, even if it 

doesnôt feel that way right now.ò  

Together, divide a sheet of poster board 

into two columns. Label one ñWhat I 

Feelò and the other ñWhat I Know.ò List 

some feelings, and across from each 

feeling, write a Bible verse in response. 

For example, across from ñlonelinessò 

you can write ñGod is with me. Matthew 

28:20.ò Use a Bible index to help you 

find relevant passages.  

 

Childlike Faith ðSay: ñWhen you were littler, you trusted your 

parents about everything. Jesus says everyone should have faith 

like little kids ðeven grown -ups! We all  need Jesus, all  the time.ò 

Read aloud Luke 18:15 -17. Then make something to remind you 

that Jesus wants you to trust him the same way little kids trust 

their parents. Have each family member draw a heart on a piece 

of construction paper. Write ñJesusò inside it. To the left, tape a 

picture of when you were little. To the right, tape a recent picture 

of yourself. Decorate and hang the paper as a reminder of your 

faith.   



This page is designed to help educate parents and isnôt meant to endorse any movie, music, or product. 

Our prayer is that youôll make informed decisions about what your children watch, listen to, and wear.  

Whatôs Playing at the Movies 
 

Movie: Hermie & Friends 14:  

Antonio Meets His Match (Releases Jan. 16)  

Genre: Animated  

Rating:  G 

Cast: Voices of Tim Conway & Fred Willard  

Movie: The Final Inquiry  

Genre: Christian Family  

Rating:  PG-13  

Culture & Trends   
 

Whatôs happening right 

now that may affect your 

children and family:  

 

ñHelicopter parentsò who 

are overinvolved with 

their childrenôs lives face 

a growing backlash. Kids 

grow best when parents 

let go, experts say.  

 

The recession is slowing 

such ñhyperparenting.ò 

One- third of parents say 

theyôve had to cut their 

childrenôs extracurricular 

activities ðand most  

families admit they like 

the results.  
(CBS News Poll)  

______________  

Quick Stats  

An estimated 13% of U.S. 

children walk or bike to 

school these days,  

compared to more than 

50% of children 40 years 

ago.  
(Science Daily )  

 

A study shows that  

children burn about three 

times more calories  

playing some exercise -

oriented video games 

than they do just sitting 

on the couch watching 

television.  
(USA Today )  

Synopsis:  A rude foreigner moves into the garden,  
testing Antonio's patience.  Antonio should probably  

be called ñBrave Antò, for the heroic way he leads  

his Army Ants in defending the garden from, say,  

Big Bully Croaker.   But when some foreign ants  
move into the garden, their strange ways challenge  

Antonio to use something other than physical strength and military  

experience to solve a problem.   

Based on Luke 10:27 ñLove your neighbor as yourself.ò 

Cast: Academy Award -winner F. Murray Abraham 
(Amadeus), Dolph Lundgren (Rocky IV, The  

Punisher) and Oscar nominee Max von Sydow  

The Final Inquiry  begins three years after the Crucifixion of Jesus of  
Nazareth. Rumors that he is a prophet who has risen from the dead are  

inciting the people to rebel against the Roman Empire. In an effort to  

control the unrest, the Roman Emperor recruits a formerly exiled, clever  

and disenchanted investigator to disprove the story.  

As the search is aided by a beautiful, young Israeli woman and hampered by 

Governor Pontius Pilate, a proud, honest Roman hero is drawn deeply into a 

deep realm of love, honor and spiritual understanding.  

After a harrowing but victorious campaign against the barbarian hordes, 

Rome's greatest general Tito Valerio Tauro receives a special assignment 

from the emperor: travel in secret to the city of Jerusalem to investigate the 
recent death and possible resurrection of a crucified man. Unwilling to  

believe the alleged miracle, Tauros sets out to discredit the rumors and put 

an end to the spreading cult of Jesus.  

But in a land touched by faith and hope, the secrets he uncovers and the 

people he meets may prove strong enough to crack even the hardest heart 

and bring truth to an empire.  


