
 As we further develop Duet. 6, let me back up a moment and 
add to what I wrote last month.   If you remember, we talked about 
specific TIMES that Moses instructed the Israelites to talk to their  
children about the Lord:  ò As they sit in your house, (mealtime) walk 
along the road, (travel time) lie down, (bed time), and awake in the 
morning.   If you would have been there during Mosesõ speech, you 
probably would have said to yourself, òDuh.ó   What else was there 
to do?  There was manna every morning, a pillar of cloud during the 
day, a pillar of fire at night, quail, fresh water coming from rocks, I 
mean, God was there with them at all times of the day doing stuff.  It 
was not hard to talk to their children about the Lord. All they had to 
do was point somewhere and say, óLook what God is doing over 
there!ó  But Moses knew that it wouldnõt always be that way.  As they 
would enter the Promised Land, THINGS would start getting in the 
way,  such as, soccer, baseball, violin, computers, TV, cell phones,  
I-pods, e-mails, Facebook, Twitter, restaurants, theaters, work, 
school, etc.   Huh, maybe we WERE there, we just didnõt know it.  
 The truth is, Moses saw it coming.  As life got more  
complicated and busy, the Lord would get squeezed out of their  
everyday lives, and put into one day a week.  Then maybe a couple 
hours that day, then maybe once a month.  If we are to pass down 
the faith to our children, we MUST instill into them that life  is ALL 
about God.  Every minute of every day is about Him!    
 So, back to these òtimesó Moses talked about.   Letõs talk 
about the first one.  òAs they sit in your house.ó  Mealtime is a great 
time for parents to teach.  A time to focus in on a specific truth.  Lay 
down your core principles during this time.  Encourage discussion, 
but keep it on track.  They will have plenty of time to talk later, 
(bedtime, travel time, etc.).  Let them know that this is your time to 
instruct.  Make it a priority.  A priority is simply deciding ahead of 
time, òIõm going to do this.ó  We talked about rhythm last month, this 
is it.  Plan ahead and be consistent. 

Coming up:  Family Time Training starts soon!  Call for  
details.  VBS training is coming soon!  Iõm so excited 
about VBS this year, canõt wait!  Iõm here if you need 
me! 
 

  Kenn 

Ask God:  

1.  To forgive sins that have been 

weighing you down.  

 

2.  To show your family the power 

of His forgiveness and mercy.  

 

3.  To help you all forgive each 

other, just as God forgives 

you.  

 

Parenting Insights  

Because forgiveness is an abstract 

concept, children may have  

difficulty grasping it. Hereôs how 

their thinking develops:  

 

Ages 3 to 5  

These children are concrete  

thinkers who understand life in 

literal terms. Ask questions to help 

kids make connections. Show  

forgiveness to a repentant child 

with hugs and smiles. Say, ñI love 

you. I forgive you.ò 

 

Ages 6 to 8  

Children this age are connecting 

new ideas to old information. Help 

them make associations. Model a 

relational Christianity, showing 

kindness.  

 

Ages 9 to 12  

Some kids can now think  

abstractly. Older kids learn best by 

applying abstract concepts to  

familiar experiences. Let kids ask 

questions, and value their ideas.   



ñIf you forgive those who 

sin against you, your  

heavenly Father will forgive 

you. But if you refuse to 

forgive others, your Father 

will not forgive your sins.ò 

Matthew 6:14 - 15  
 

God promises to forgive and 

forget our sins, but He also 

commands us to do the same 

thing for people who hurt us.  

 
 

Teachable Moments  

1.  Practice Sincere  

Apologies ðLearning to 

apologize takes practice. 

Help children learn to say 

theyôre sorry through  

nonverbal means (drawing 

a picture, giving a hug, 

etc.). During family prayers, 

practice saying, ñIôm sorry.ò 

Admit to Jesus that we 

make mistakes and are 

sorry; then ask for  

forgiveness together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Find Healing ðRead aloud 

Psalm 32:1 -7. Discuss what 

caused Davidôs heart to be 

sick and how he got rid of 

it. Talk about times youôve 

felt bad after doing  

something wrong. Say: 

ñWhen we confess our sins 

and tell God weôre sorry, He 

forgives us and makes our 

hearts well.ò 

 

3.  Be an Example ðWhen you 

do something wrong, let 

children see you apologize. 

Be specific about what 

youôre apologizing for, and 

ask for forgiveness.   

Explore the good, gracious news of Godôs forgiveness by  

asking your children these questions:  

 

1.  Why do we do wrong things ðand why do we not do good things 

we know we should do?  
 

2.  How does sin make you feel inside? What would it feel like if no 

one offered to take away all those sins?  
 

3.  Why do you think Jesus wants to forgive us? What do we have to 

do to get that forgiveness from Him?  
 

4.  Why is it often hard to forgive others? How do you feel when you 

tell someone else that you forgive them?  

 

Family Experience:  Freely Forgiven  
 

Dive further into the topic of forgiveness by using these easy 

but powerful activities from Groupôs Hands - On Bible.  

(Bible available in church office.)  

 

Goodbye Sins! ðSay: ñThink of a sin, or wrong thing, youôve 

done.ò Then let each family member use a highlighter to write on 

a coffee filter a sin that he or she has committed. (Assist young 

children.) Say: ñNow confess that sin to God and ask Him to  

forgive you.ò Put a few drops of lemon juice on the writing, and 

watch as your ñsinò disappears. Read aloud 1 John 1:8-9. Say: 

ñThe lemon juice made the writing disappear. When we tell God 

weôre sorry for our sins, He forgives us. He makes our sins  

completely disappear from His sight! We may still have to deal 

with the consequences of our sins, but when God forgives a sin, 

itôs gone.ò Close in prayer, 

thanking God for His amazing gift 

of total forgiveness.  

 

Forgiveness Spelled Out ð

Write the word forgive  down the 

left side of a chalkboard (or down 

a piece of paper). Share with one 

another how it feels to be  

forgiven. Then write one of those 

feelings next to each letter; for 

example, Fresh, Optimistic,  

Relieved, Grateful, I nvigorating, 

and so on.  

 

Put the chalkboard in a place where everyone can see it during 

the coming week. Use it as a reminder to thank God often for His 

gift of forgiveness. Throughout the week, add to the list as you 

think of other words that remind you how forgiveness feels.   



This page is designed to help educate parents and isnôt meant to endorse any movie, music, or product. 

Our prayer is that youôll make informed decisions about what your children watch, listen to, and wear.  

Whatôs Playing at the Movies 
 

Movie: Oceans  (April 22, Earth Day)  

Genre: True - life adventure  
Rating:  G (some nature - related suspense and 

peril)  
Cast: Nature  

Synopsis: In a follow -up to Earth,  Disney  
nature offers a look below the seas, which 

cover three - fourths of our planet. The directors dive deep 
into life -sustaining waters, using new technology to offer 

stunning up -close views of nature, animals, and vanishing 
wonders.  

Discussion Questions: What amazes you most about Godôs 
creation? What would you say to people who insist that no 

Creator was involved in making it? Read aloud Genesis 2:15. 

What responsibilities do we have to care for our planet? How 
is caring for our environment an act of love  

toward God and other people?  
 

 
 

Movie: Letters to God  (In Theatres now)  
Rating:  PG (for some thematic material.)  

Cast: Tanner Maguire and Bailee Madison  
Synopsis: A heartfelt tale of inspiration, hope 

and redemption, Letters to God is the story of 
what happens when one boyôs walk of faith 

crosses paths with one manôs search for  
meaning. The resulting transformational  

journey touches the lives of everyone around 

them.  
Tyler Doherty (Tanner Maguire) is an  

extraordinary eight -year -old boy. Surrounded by a loving  
family and community, and armed with the courage of his 

faith, he faces his daily battle against cancer with bravery and 
grace. To Tyler, God is a friend, a teacher and the ultimate pen 

pal. Tylerôs prayers take the form of letters, which he  
composes and mails on a daily basis.  

The letters find their way into the hands of Brady McDaniels 
(Jeffrey S.S. Johnson), a beleaguered postman standing at a 

crossroads in his life. At first, he is confused and conflicted 
over what to do with the letters. But the decision he ultimately 

makes becomes a testament to the quiet power of one boyôs 
shining spirit and unshakeable faith.  

Whatôs happening right 

now that may affect your 

children and family:  

 

As part of the new health

-care legislation,  

fast - food chains will be 

required to list menu 

calorie counts.  

Anti -obesity advocates 

hope this will spur chains 

to offer healthier options.  

 

The new buzz word 

ñhyperlocalizationò  

describes people looking 

for communities to  

belong to, as well as  

marketers connecting to 

families at home.  

______________  

Quick Stats  

Short breaks can help 

with problem behavior. In 

a study of 11,000  

third -graders, children 

given a 15 -minute break 

to play and chat had  

better behavior ratings.  
(Albert Einstein College of  

Medicine)  

More than half (51%) of 

moms say they listen to 

their kids more than their 

parents did. And 82% of 

kids say they give input 

about their momôs  

clothing.  
 (JustKid)   


