
Ask God:  

1.  To show your children the 

many reasons they have to be 

thankful.  

2.  To help your children express 

gratitude through their words 

and actions.  

3.  To help your family be grateful 

at all times.  

 

 

Parenting Insights  

Turn on childrenôs ñgratitude lightsò 

with these tips from Childrenôs Min-

istry Magazine:  

 

1.  Encourage the language of 

thankfulness. If children ne-

glect to show gratitude, prompt 

them with words such as ñWhat 

can you say to your friend for 

sharing?ò 

 

2.  At unexpected times, give 

small gifts.  Let children know 

you think of them often and 

always thank God for them.  

 

3.  Affirm childrenôs feelings of 

gratitude. When you observe 

physical demonstrations such 

as eyes that light up, say, ñI 

can see how much youôre 

thankful for that.ò 

 

4.  Model thankfulness in the 

little things. Thank your chil-

dren for picking up something 

you drop or for being patient 

with a sibling.   

November 2009  
 

 

WAIT!!  
Donõt throw this away!! This is NOT junk mail!   

 
Welcome to the first edition of the Lynwood Kids Parentlink 

monthly newsletter!  We have chosen to mail this to you!  If 

you wish to receive this newsletter via email or on the web, 
please call Christy @ 334 -4600 and we will remove you from 

the mailing list to make your preference a priority!  
 Let me first start by reminding you of the Fall Festival 

this weekend!  Weôre trying something new and would like to 
see you there!  

 There are a couple of things we wish to accomplish with 
this monthly newsletter.  We want to encourage you by  

providing articles that inform parents!  We have also teamed 
up with the Student Ministry to make a Childrenôs/Student 

specific calendar for you to keep!  If youôve ever looked at the 
churchôs calendar, youôll notice itôs pretty full and it can be dif-

ficult to find a specific Childrenôs or Student event or deadline.  
Our calendar will make this easier, especially on those of you 

who have children in both Ministries.  Weôve color coded the 
calendar for your convenience.  Green is for Childrenôs and 

Blue is for the Students.  As you will see on the calendar,  
November is VERY busy!   

 By now, you should have received the packet in the mail 
with information on the Christmas Pageant.  This included a 
very detailed letter explaining this years Living Christmas 

Tree, a practice calendar, lyrics and a practice CD.  Please  
begin practicing with your child at home.  If you have not  

received your packet, please call us and we would be happy to 
get it out to you.  

 As a look ahead, December 11th will be our semi -annual 
Parentôs Night Out from 6-10pm!!  We will have a Magic Show 

and will be showing the new Veggie Tales Movie,  
Saint Nicholas: A Story of Joyful Giving.  Plan your date night 

next month for then and let us keep the kiddos!!!  
 If you need help in any way, donôt 

hesitate to call me.  Iôll be here! 
 Thanks for your continued support of 

the Childrenôs Ministry. 

 

   Kenn 



ñEnter His gates with 

thanksgiving.é Give thanks 

to Him and praise His 

name. For the Lord is good. 

His unfailing love continues 

forever, and His  

faithfulness continues to 

each generation.ò 

Psalm 100:4 - 5  
 

God deserves our praises not 

just because He blesses us but 

because of who He is: our 

good, mighty, just, and loving 

God.  
 

Teachable Moments  

 

1.  Cornucopia of Thanks ð

Together, choose some 

items that remind your  

family to be thankful (an 

apple, a toy car, a stuffed 

animal, a key, a school pa-

per). Place them in a cornu-

copia or basket so family 

members can think about 

Godôs blessings often. 

 

2.  Thankfulness Makes 

ñSenseòðServe a special 

snack while playing soft 

music and using potpourri. 

Then have children use their 

five senses to notice some 

blessings that they usually 

take for granted.  

 

3.  Donôt ñLeafò Anything 

Out ðCut out leave shapes 

on colorful construction pa-

per. Then have family 

members write about peo-

ple or things for which 

theyôre grateful. Tape the 

stems onto string to make a 

festive garland filled with 

reminders of gratefulness.  

Most of us have so many blessings that we often take them 

for granted. Ask these questions to help your children  

consider all the ways that God meets their needs:  

 

1.  What people and things are most important or special to you? 

How would your life be different without them?  

 

2.  Name 10 blessings or gifts God has given you since this morning. 

Which ones are easiest to remember to thank Him for, and why?  

 

3.  Why is it important to express gratitude to people who do nice 

things for us? Describe how hearing ñthank youò makes you feel. 

 

4.  How often do you thank God for His blessings? What are some 

ways we can let Him know we appreciate what He does for us?   
 

 

Family Experience:  Pictures of Thankfulness  
 

Use these creative ideas to provide a ñsnapshotò of what your 

family is thankful for this Thanksgiving.  

 

Gratitude Newsflash ðA week before Thanksgiving, give each 

family member a disposable camera (or take turns using a digi-

tal camera). Then have them take photos of people or things 

theyôre thankful for. (A parent or older sibling can help young 

kids.) Try to take photos when no one is looking. Come up with 

creative ways of doing this, 

such as taking a picture of 

a personôs photograph. De-

velop the pictures and then 

share them with one an-

other after your Thanksgiv-

ing meal.  

Memorable Montage ð

Create table decorations to 

use as a Thanksgiving dis-

cussion starter. First, have 

family members each select 

several photographs for a place mat. (To protect originals, make 

copies ahead of time.) For each place mat, youôll also need one 

12x18 - inch sheet of construction paper, scissors, glue, and clear 

Contact paper. Have family members cut and arrange their pho-

tos to create a collage on one side of their construction paper. 

Glue the photos to the paper and allow to dry. To protect the 

place mats, carefully cover both sides with Contact paper. At 

your Thanksgiving meal, use the place mats to share memories 

youôre thankful for, to reminisce about fun family activities, and 

to let family members know how much you appreciate them.   



This page is designed to help educate parents.  

Our prayer is that youôll make informed decisions about what your children watch, listen to, and wear.  

Whatôs Playing at the Movies 
 

Movie: Love Finds A Home (Nov. 10)  

Genre: Family  

Rating:  Unrated  

Cast: Sarah Jones, Haylie Duff, Jordan Bridges, Patty 

Duke, Courtney Halverson, Michael Trevino, Jeffrey Muller  

Synopsis: ñLove Finds a Homeò is the eighth and final 

chapter of the ñLove Comes Softlyò film series inspired by 
the faith -based novels written by Janette Oke.  The story 
follows the life of Dr. Belinda Owens (Sarah Jones), a 
young medical doctor confronted by the challenges of la-

boring in a male -dominated profession while living as a wife and mother in 
the old American West.  The original series also stars Haylie Duff as Dr. An-
nie Watson, a very pregnant medical doctor who pays a visit to her dear 
friend and colleague, Belinda.  Academy Award -winning actress Patty Duke 

appears as Mary, Annieôs meddlesome mother-in - law whose homeopathic 
treatments contradict Belindaôs traditional medical training. 

 

Movie: Roach Approach: Donôt Miss the Boat 

Genre: Children  

Rating:  Unrated  

Cast: Animated  

Synopsis:  Meet this hilarious six - legged family from Miami as 

they journey through stories of the Bible.  Bruce Barryôs 
ñRoach Approach: Donôt Miss the Boatò explores the story of 

Noah, but from a new perspective from the eyes of a roach.  
John Squiggz, as Grandpa Lou, teaches this classic story, from 
the flood to the rainbow and to always keep the faith!  

Culture & Trends   
 

Whatôs happening right 

now that may affect your 

children and family:  
 

Todayôs parents keep 

their children on a tighter 

ñleashò in public but give 

them more freedom at 

home, studies show. This 

may explain why many 

grandparents complain 

that their grandkids are 

out of control.  
(msnbc.com)  

 

Interactive toys and 

video game systems top 

the list of hot holiday 

toys. The hardest - to - find 

toy may be Zhu Zhu Pets 

and accessories.  

______________  

Quick Stats  

72% of preschoolers re-

ceive praise from their 

parents at least three 

times a day. By grade 

school, though, the num-

ber of kids who get this 

amount of parental praise 

drops to 51%.  
(U.S. Census Bureau)  

 

15% of Americans now 

identify with no religion. 

Experts predict this group 

could surpass the largest 

denominations.  
(USA Today)   

 

Dove Worldview:   The "Love Come Softly" tales now come to an end with 
the third generation of the Clark family. Missy's daughter, Belinda, is now 

married to Lee Owens, the blacksmith in a small town in the west. Their 
adopted daughter Lillian is growing up and the couple wonders if they are 
able to have another child.  Belinda's friend Annie, who is expecting, comes 
to visit and makes Belinda want to have a baby even more. Lee finds him-

self being an over -protective father when Lillian shows signs of liking the 
new blacksmith apprentice, Josh. Just as in all the previous stories the im-
portance of family, friends and faith help them all to get through many diffi-
cult issues of the old west.  Everyone will enjoy this story as they did the 

others. We award this movie our Dove "Family -Approved" Seal.  

 

Dove Worldview:  
I think this is a great story. It is a new approach to the story of Noah's Ark. 

As Squiggz tells his Grandparents about how the other roaches made fun of 

him for praying at school, Grandpa Lou tells his story about his honeymoon 

and the man they met who was laughed at by others because of his beliefs. 
It seems that the Roaches had their honeymoon on Noah's Ark, and you  

receive the Roachesô view of the story. This movie will keep parents and  

children entertained and teach a great story as well.  


